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Panama. The Creation, Destruction, and Resurrection. By P. Bunau- 
Varilla. xx and 568 pp. Ills., index McBride, Nast & Co., New York, 
1914. $3.50. 10 X 6%. 

The main purpose of this large book seems to be "The Vindication of 
French Genius" as related to the Panama Canal, and enthusiastic display of 
the preeminent contributions of the author to this result. He says that the 
Panama Canal has been realized "by the methods and the plans which the 
French mind had conceived, though not by the methods it had finally evolved. " 
On page 3 he says: 

"My eiforts brought about the defeat of the Nicaragua project and its 
rejection by the nation [the United States] which had conceived it half a 
century ago and had cherished it ever since. 

"My efforts brought about the changes in the political map of Central 
America. 

"My efforts brought about the creation of that new Republic of Panama 
without which the French enterprise would to-day be dead and forgotten. 
Thanks to the Republic of Panama it is on the point of completion." 



ASIA 

The Cochin Tribes and Castes. By L. K. Anantha Krishna Iyer. Yol. 

1: XXX and 366 pp. Ills., index. Vol. 2: xxiii and 504 pp. His., index. 

Higginbotham & Co., Madras, 1912. 9% x 7. 
It is probable that interest in this work will center most largely about the 
first five chapters of Vol. 2, for in that part of the investigation we have 
such a story of the Nayars as may nowhere else be found. The particular 
importance of the Nayars in ethnography is that they practice a form of 
polyandry so different from that in use in Tibet that polyandry makes its 
first classification under the designation Tibetan and Nair respectively, for we 
note that until the appearance of this study the tribal name was spelled Nair. 
For the first time we now have a reasonably clear explanation of the causes 
out of which has arisen this type of family establishment. We see how suited 
it is to the social conditions in which it is found and how it works for the 
improvement of the moral life of the community quite as much as does poly- 
gamy in other social conditions. William Chuechill. 

Scinde in the Forties. Being the journal and letters of Col. Keith Young. 

Edited by Arthur F. Scott, xvi and 201 pp. Map, iUs. Constable & 

Co., London, 1912. 12s. 6d. 9%x6. 
The volume shows something of the work of reconnaissance and service 
travel which cleared the way for the great Trigonometrical Survey of India. 
Colonel Keith Young, then a captain in one of the East India Company's regi- 
ments, was sent to Scinde shortly after its capture by Sir Charles Napier. For 
the better part of ten years he served as Judge Advocate General in the difficult 
task of attempting to do British justice among a people whose moral sense had 
developed along quite other lines. His work gave such satisfaction that he was 
continued in the same employment under Sir Bartle Frere after the retire- 
ment of Napier. It is not difficult to discover in his narrative the grievances 
«ut of which was to arise in a few years the great mutiny which put an end 
to the Company rule. 

Glimpses of Indian Birds. By Douglas Dewar. xiv and 266 pp. Index. 
John Lane Co., New York, 1913. $2.50. 9x6. 
Various birds of India are considered one by one, a rather minute descrip- 
tion of their appearance, habits, surroundings, etc., being given. Mr. Dewar 's 
statements are based on his own personal observations, and his findings are 
original. Indeed, he vehemently attacks many prevalent theories of protective 



